Things Fall Apart Dialectical Journal Sample Entries


      Quotes from the Text (concrete)

Commentary (abstract)

“fame rested on solid personal achieve-
     Okonkwo is physically strong and very 


ments . . . brought honor to his village by       popular because of it; shows cultural pride

throwing Amalinze the Cat.” pg. 3

     in strength/power

“He was tall and huge, and his bushy              physical traits; “severe” has a negative 

bushy eyebrows and wide nose gave him         connotation – possibly a mean personality;

a very severe look . . . he seemed to walk       he’s obviously violent or hot-tempered to 

on springs, as if he was going to pounce         “pounce” on people

on somebody.  And he did pounce on

people quite often.”  pg. 4

“He had had no patience with his father.”
    I wonder what his father did.  

pg. 4

“Unoka  . . . was lazy and improvident and      This doesn’t sound like Okonkwo; foil

incapable of thinking about tomorrow.”         (exact opposite) characters; could be motive

pg. 4                                                               for Okonkwo’s intolerance for others

